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TRANSBOUNDARY OUTBREAK PESTS
ETOPS) FOR JANUARY W ITH A
FORECAST TILLLM ID-M ARCH , 2003

SUM M ARY

1.Summ ary: This reportprovides an update
about recent activitdes on em ergency
trangooundary outbresk pests ETO Ps) In

A frica, theM ddleEast, Central and

Southw estA sia, and Latdn Am erica. The
report Includes activitdes that took place in
January and a forecast illm id-M arch, 2003.
Key ETO Ps, Including locusts, grasshoppers,
am ywom and grain-eating red-billed Quelea
bids are covered by the r=port. A brief
overview of the cunent statuis of each of these
pests is outlined in the rem ainderof this

summ ary w ith detailed accounts provided
thereafter.

DESERT LOCUST ,SCH ISTOCERCA
GREGARIA FORSKAL)

2. Desert locusts, Schistocerca gregaria
Forskal). According to an FAO update,
favorable conditons persisted in January 1n the

w Interbreeding areas but, locustnum bers

rem ained low . Exceptfora few isolated adults
sighted in northern N ger, southem A geria,
and an unconfim ed reportof adults and
hoppers fiom northern M ali, nearly all of the

w Interbreeding areas in w estem and

northw estern A frica rem ained caln .
Significantdevelopm ents are not expected
during the forecastperiod in these regions.

3. D espite the favorable conditions that
persisted In the Central R egion areas, only a
few isolated adults w ere reported In

northw esterm Som alia and the other countries
I this region r=m ained rebtively caln .

How ever, it is lkely that em all-scale breedng
could occur along the coasts of Sudan, Exitrea,
SaudiA rabia and Y em en. I conditons
continue to be favorable, an all-scale breeding
oould also occur in northw estem Som alia
during the forecastperiod. The other countries
1 the region w ill Ikely rem ain caln during

the forecastperiod.

4 . A though conditions w ere in proving I the
Sporing breeding areas of eastem Tran and

w estem Pakistan In the Eastem Region,
Jocusts w ere not reported n ran, A fohanistan,
Pakistan or hdia In January. A few isolted
Ioaustsm ay be seen 1n the soring breeding
areas during the forecastperiod but, significant
developm ents are not likely.

OTHER LOCUSTS AND
GRASSHOPPERS.

5. Red Jocusts, N om adacris septem fasciata
Surville): The r=d Jocust situation rem ained
wehtively caln 11 the DL.CO -EA member
countries. No reportsw ere received from the
RLCO -CSA rgin. Howevey, an all-scale
activitesm ghthave been going on n the
outbreak areas of Tanzania.

6. M adagascar m gratory locust, Locusta
m gratoria capio @ .). No mwEporswer
received on the M alagasy m gratory locusts in
January. A few hoppersm ay have sarted
appearing In the H orom be Plateau and the
southw estem breeding areas. Nom ajpr
developm ent is expected during the forecast
period.
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7 .N o reports w ere received on tree locusts,
Anacridium m elanorhodon W alker), the

A frican m gmatory locust, Locusta m gratoria
m ratorioides L .), brown locust, Locustana
pardalna W aker), M oroccan locust,

D oclostaurusm aroccanus (hunberg), alian
locust, Calliptam us ialicus @), and the
Senegalese grasshopper, O edaleus
senegalensis K muss). Small-scale activites

of the variegated grasshopper;, Zonocerus
variegatus (L) w ere reported n Senegal.

8. N o locustactivities w ere reported from
CentralA sia and Latin Am erica in January .

9. Arm yworm , Spodoptera exem pta

W aker). Amyworm outbreaks continued
to occur I crop fields and pasture 1 a num ber
of regions in Tanzani and Kenya. In
Tanzania nfesations w ere reported in m ore
than 31,000 ha. H igh m oth catthesw ere
reported n Central Tanzania and A misha in
b= D ecem berand m ostof Jarmuary . T Kenya,
am yw om infesationsw ere recorded on m ore
than 5000 ha of grass fields. A late received
report Indicated thatam yw orm Infestations

w ere also sighted on m aize, m illetand grass
fields 1 six districts n Kenya in D ecam ber
and controlled using D ursban ULV . O ther
DLCO -EA m em ber countries rem ained fiee of
am ywom In January. No reports w ere
received on am yw om from the RLCO -CSA
m em ber countries.

10. Redbilled quelea, Quelea quelea L .).
Quelea mfestation w as reported In N akum

D istrict, Kenya in January .A late received
report Indicated thatQ uelea infesations w ere
reported I indgated rice fields n N yando and
K isum u D istricts, N yanza Province, K enya.
Contmoloperations w ere hindered by continued
flooding In affected areas. N o quelea bird
activides w ere reported from the otherDLCO -
EA m em berocountries orthe RLCO -CSA

counties in January . Q uelea breeding and
Infesations are Hkely to continue during the
forecastperiod n K enya, M ozam bigque,
Tanzania and Z in babw e and perhaps, could
cause som e dam age t© crops. End of
Summ ary .

ENVIRONM ENTAL STTUATION :
W EATHER AND ECOLOGICAL
CONDITIONS

11. Lightmins fell n westem M orocco on the
A tlantic coasts. N orthemn A geria also
received light show ers and heavy rans fell in
southem Tunisia. Scattered clouds developed
and persisted In northem M auritania and
southem M orocco. Isolated show ersw ere
reported In southeastem M auritania, northem
M ali, and eastermn N gerand w here favorable
conditionsw ere reported Tn a few places.

O therparts of Sahelian W estA frica and
northem A frica rem ained fairly dry.

12. Isolted light show ers fell n a few places
along the Red Sea coasts n Sudan, Eritrea,
SaudiA rbin and Y em en n January. T
Eritrea, 35mm and 24 mm of mnwere
recorded  Ghinda (1522N 3910E) and A ssab
(1302 N /A245E), regpectively. Cloud covers
w ere seen over Egypt, the Chad 4. dbya/Sudan
borders, over Sudan Egyptborderon the Red
Sea coasts, and along the Y em en/SaudiA wbia
border. How ever, condidonsw ere
unfavorable n the w interbreeding areas north
of Shalatenn, Egypt. Light chow ersand

m oderate mins w ere reported in January in

D jboutiand northw estem Som alia,
regpectively and vegetation w as green In areas
where the s fell. A toalof20mm of min
was recorded D ire D aw a, eastemn Ethiopia
during the third dekad In January . O ther
countries In the r=gion r@m aned fairly dry
during the m onth.
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13. Isolated show ersw ere reported atJask,
Tran and Jw aniand Pasni, Pakistan, along the
ooasts In the goring breeding areas of the
Eastem Region. Lightshow ersw ere also
reported n Rapsthan, lhdia w here extrem ely
bw tem peratures and unfavorable dry
conditons persisted . N o m eteorological
Inform ation w as received friom the other
countries in the region. tis Ikely that
conditions w ill continue t© rem ain unfavorable
during the forecastperiod.

14. Heavy rains fell in parts of northem

M ozam bigue and northem M adagascar
throughoutJanuary. W hile m ostparts of

K enya ram atned fairly dry, ramn fell along the
ooasts and In the Lake Region n Tanzania.
The high pressure thatpersisted overm ostof
southem A frica, prevented precipiation from
form ing In January in m ostparts of Zinbabw e,
northeastem B otsw ana, northeastermn South

A frica, and southem M ozam bique. The total
ranfall forthe seagon continued to be m uch
less than nom al throughout the r=gion and is
expected to say sam e w ith the exoeption of
occasional light show ers during the forecast
period. least, w ith only localelief likely. Dxy
conditons also persisted 1n the otherrad locust
outbreak areas.

DESERT LOCUST ACTIVITIES

15. W esterm and northw esterm A frica.
Surveysw ere not carried outand locusts w ere
notreported MM auritania in January .
Unoonfim ed populations of adultand hoppers
w ere reported T a few places n Tilem si

V alley and Tin etrine, M ali during the
reporting m onth. Scattered firstfifth nsar
hoppers and mm ature adultswere seen nm id
to Jate D ecam beron the Talk Plainsnorth of
Agadez and a few wadis in the northem A ire
M ountains. A svegetation continued to dry up,

ocustsw ere foroed to concentrate n a few
paths giving rise to an allbut, dense
populations. A few mdividual inm ature and
m ature adults w ere reported In a few wadis
Qry riverbeds) near Tam anressat, A geria in
January . Locusts w ere not reported from
Chad, Senegal, Butkina Faso, Cape V exde,
G am bia, Gumea B issau, and G uinea Conakry
T January .

16. Forecast: Isolated adultsm ay be found 1
a few places in northw estM auritania and as
the vegetation continues to dry up, locustsw ill
concentrate n a few places In the Tin etrine,
Tilem siValkey, and the A drardes Toras, M ali.
W ih the onsetof the wam southerly w Inds
these Jocusts m ay begin m oving north nto
southern A geria. T N ger, Jocustnum bers

w 1l continue to decline In Tam esna and A iras
oconditions continue to be unfavorable.
Tsolated adults w ill persist to m ature and
pethaps, breed on a an all-scale should
conditions in prove during the forecastperiod.
The situation w 111 Tkely continue to be cadn
during the forecastperiod In other countries in
these r=gions.

17. Eastem A frica, northeastern A frica,
and theNear EastR egions. Isolated

mm ature adult locustsw ere seen n

northw estem Som alia n January . Surveys that
w ere carried out In Egypt, Sudan, Eritrea,
SaudiA rabia and Y em en during the reporting
m onth did not reportany locusts. No locusts

w ere reported from other countries in these
regions 1 Januaty .

18. Forecast: A few isolated adults could
persistand m ay breed 1 a significantly an all-
scale n a few places along the Red Sea coasal
plains of Sudan, Eritrea, SaudiA @bia and

Y em en and along the northw esterm coasal
plamnsof Som alia. O ther countries in these
regions w il continue to r=m ain caln during
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the forecastperiod.

19. Easterm region. No ocustswere seen n
Ten, A fohanisan, Pakisan and hdia n
January .

20. Forecast:Very few adultlocustsmay be
seen In the coastal regions of Baluchistan,
Pakisan. Significant locustdevelopm ents are
notexpected 1n the Eastem region during the
forecastperiod.

OTHER LOCUST AND GRASSHO PPER
ACTIVITIES

21. M oroccan M editerranean locust,D .
m aroccanus (Thunberg) and the Ttalian
locust, C . ialicus @ ): No wEporsw er
recefved on the M oroccanM editeranesn or
the Talian Jocust n Central A sien atthe time
this reportw as com piled.

22. Forecast:N o locustactivitdes are
expected during the forecastperiod. Eggs that
were laid by the M oroccan locust in parts of

A fghanistan and other countries i the r=gion

w il sl rem ain hactve untdl this com ing
Spring.

23. Latin Am erica and the C aribbean
LAC). No mports w ere received on locusts
orgrasshoppers n LA C countries n

D ecem ber.

24 . Forecast. N o significantdevelopm ents
are expected during the forecastperiod.

25. Red locust, N . septem fasciata Surville).

Red locusts w ere not reported from the
DLCO -EA oountries and no reports w ere
received from the IRLCO -CSA region.
How ever, 1in ied actividesm ghthave been
going on I the outbreak areas of Tanzania.
Som e residual locusts that persisted In the
outbresk areasm ghthave resulted n am all-

scale breeding n Tanzania, M alaw i, Zam bia,
and M ozam bique, how ever, significant
populations did not develop during the
reporting m onth.

26 . Forecast: Locustpopulationsm ay slightly
crease 1 areas w here am all-scale breeding
took place during the m onth, egpecially n
Tanzenia. V gibntsurveillnoe and

m onitoring are required.

Note: Southem A frican w il lkely trigger
serious ETO P outbreaksand could affect
the traditbonal red locust, quelea aswellas
arm yworm outbreak regions In this region.
Post-drought outbreaks of brown locusts

m ay also becom em ore evident n southem
Botsw ana, southerm N am ibia and South

A frica. Ttis In perative that regular survey
and m onioring actvites are carried cutto
avertany m assive lmvasions that could
occur once the drought spell is broken .
Thisphenom enon isapplicable to all

ETO Ps.

27. M adagascar m gratory locust, L.

m gratoria capio ). No reporswere
received on the M alagasy m gmatory locusts in
January . A few hoppersm ay have sarted
appearing In the H orom be Plateau and the
southw estem breeding areas. Nom ajpr
developm ent is expected during the forecast
period.

28. Brown locust,L.pardalina W alker):
N o reports w ere received on brown locust, L.
pardalina W aker) n January. Due to the
prevailing drought, significant locust activites
are notexpected during the forecastperiod.

ARMYW ORM ACTIVITIES

29. Armywom ,S.exempta W alker).
Amywom outbreaks continued to occur In
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crop fields and pasture in a num berof regions
I Tanzani and Kenya. T Tanzania
Ihfesations w ere reported In D ododm a,

M orogom, Tringa, K ilin anpro, Tanga,

M anyara, M tw ara and Tabora regions. The
pestw as recorded on m ore than 31,000 ha, n
som e 200 villages, n 21 districts. Highmoth
catchesw ere also reported n Central Tanzania
and A musha in late D ecem berand Inm ostof
January. T Kenya, am yw omm infesations

w ere recorded on m ore than 5000 ha, m ainly
on grass fields. A late received reportalo
Ihdicated thatam yw om nfesationsw ere
sighted on m aize, m illetand grass fields n six
districts In K enya 1n D ecem berw here control
operations w ere effected using D urdoan ULV .

30. Forecast: Ttis Hkely that som e arm yw om
Infesations w ill continue t© occur n Tanzenia
and K enya and pethaps sartm oving nto
neighboring countries ncliding U ganda and
Ethiopia. Ihfestations could also occurin

M alaw 1, M ozam bigue, and Z i babw e, f rain
a1l during the forecastperiod.

QUELEA BIRD ACTIVITIES

31. Red-billed quelea,Q .quelea ). Quelea
Infestation w as reported In N akuru D istrict,
Kenya n January. Q uelea Infesationsw ere
reported In inrigated rice fields in Nyando and
K isum u D igtricts, N yanza Province, K enya

w here control operations w ere hindered by
continued flooding 1n affected areas. No
Inform ation w as received from southem A frica
atthe tin e this reportw as com piled.

32.Forecast: Quelea breeding and infestations
are likely to continue n K enya, M ozam bique,
Tanzania and Z in babw e and could cause som e
dam age t© crops during the forecastperiod.

RECOMM ENDATIONS

33 .M ostof the current locust and other

m gratory pestpopulations generally did not
require significant controlactions. How ever,
if they are leftunaddressed, these pests could
hcrease I num bers o a evel that could pose
serious threats t© crops and pasture. Tis

1n portant that regularm onioring, surveillance
and reporting are m aintaned and that the
results com m unicated prom ptly t© the
appropriate bodiesw ithn the national,
regional and ntemational stuctures.

ACTION REQUESTED AND CONTACT
INFORMATION

34. The A frica Em ergency Locust/

G rasshopperA ssistance AELGA ) proEct,
previously m anaged by the US A gency for
ThtemationalD evelopm ent’s USA D ), Bureau
forA frica @ FR ), hasbeen transfenad to the
Bureau forD em ocracy, Conflictand

Hum aniarian A ssisence OCHA ), and is
being m anaged by the O ffice forU S Foreign
D isasterA ssistance OFDA ). AELGA works
cbsely w ith the UN Food and A griculture

O mganization, A griculture Production and
Protection D ivision, Plant Protection Services
UN FAO AGPPFPPD M PU),DLCO -EA,
RLOCL£SA,USA D biktemland rginal
m issions, host country m nistries, and research
establishm ents. hform ation on ETO Ps is
regularly collected from these and other
entities, including the Tifom ation Cor for
Southem A fricaM igmatory Pests ICO SAM P)
to continuously m oniorand analyze the
potential risks for large-scale em ergency
outbresks, and com pile and dissem Tnate as
AELGA 'sSTTREPS to all interested parties.
Unsolicited reports or Inform ation about

ETO P situations and activites In yourregion
orcountry are alw ays w elaom e and m uch
appreciated.
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35. M issionsw ith program s on food securdity,
em exgency pests and other related activites,
host countries and regional organizations w ith
sin ilarportfolios, and other sekeholders are
kindly requested to forw ard their reports
by the Jastday of the reporting m onth or

w ithin the first three days of the follow ng
month. Please, forw ard reports,

nform ation , questions, and or requests to
Dr.Yeneneh T .Belayneh:

yvbelayneh@ ofda net

FAX :202-347-0315 (USA). Please, ccyour
response o D rs. Joe V orgetts,

vorgetts@ usaid gov and H arry B ottenberg,
hbottenberge afr-sd o1g

Form ore Inform ation on the w eather
condibons, you m ay visit the follow ng w eb
gites:

http /v ww B0 orgM A TCEN T Asoinfo econo
m ichiew seconom icengslich sshel/sshtocht
m

Http J/fvww few snet

Form ore nform ation on ETO Psactvides,
you m ay vigit:

http:/Avww fa0 orghew shlobal/locusts/locuho
m e him

http :/Av ww_englich hew sroom hew 520024500
0-en him /

http ://icosam p ecoportory/

TO LEARN M ORE ABOUT AELGA'S
ACTIVITIES,VISTT USAT OUR W EB
SITTEW W W AELGA NET

UPCOM NG EVENTS

hterregional Traner Traning Course on

A Temative A pplication Strategies and Tactics
@A AST) foracridid contiol, in 2003 . Those
Tterested can contactDr.Yeneneh T .
Belayneh, via e ail: ybelayneh@ ofda net
sd org or phone/ffax: 202-661-9374/202-347-
0315 USsA)
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